
Group Presentation Assignment

AFPRL 390.22

Prof. Williams

Groups should choose one of the assigned categories and prepare a brief presentation at the beginning of
class on the assigned day to start the discussion by introducing the subject to the rest of the class and
providing context for the readings. Presentations should be a maximum of 20 minutes long, and done in
Powerpoint, Prezi, or similar presentation software.

Presentations don’t require extensive research, but should be based on texts other than Wikipedia or
random internet searches. Start with the reserve book list in the library including the Oxford Companion
to African American Literature, New Thoughts on the Black Arts Movement, and similar texts. A
minimum of three non-internet sources are required. (Library online databases will be considered
non-internet sources in this instance, as will news articles accessed electronically.) Also see the Grove
Music/ Art/ literature resources in the library databases (which can be accessed remotely) and you can ask
me for suggestions if you’re stuck. Groups will need to list their sources. Full MLA citation is not
necessary: this can simply be one slide at the end listing references. Successful presentations will do the
following:

• Briefly introduce the topics to the rest of the class

• Provide some context/ additional information besides the primary assigned reading

• Identify key issues/ questions/ points raised

• Relate the artist(s) to the Black Arts Movement

• Ask critical questions

• Stay within the time limit

You don’t need to be experts, but do need to do some basic research and present what you find to the
class. Finally, presentations should be posted on the course website using Slideshare. Use of audio/video
clips is fine to illustrate your points as long as you stay within the time limit.

Grading: this will count as 10 percent of your total grade for the class and will be a group based on the
following: Covers topic agreed to (3 points); Well-prepared (2 points); Uses proper sources (2 points);
Evidence of collaboration between group members (2 points); Presented at agreed day/date (1 point.)

Assignment objectives:

• Practice with presentation skills

• Practice with group collaboration

• Refinement of basic research and summary skills


