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Final Paper

In this paper, you will develop a long essay on a research topic of your choice related to one of
the books and/or writers we have read this semester.

Topic and Approach

In this paper, you will discuss how the work of one of the artists we’ve read/ seen/ listened to this
semester approaches the themes of the course. The only restriction is that it must be an artist who
was active from 1960-75. You can approach this any way you want, but questions to think about
are the following:

How does their work approach the idea of the Black Arts Movement, as theorized by some of the
readings?
How do they approach being a politically engaged artist?
How do they conform to or defy expectations?
How do they deal with social realities of their status (or don’t they)?
Does their work expand or challenge the norms of their chosen artistic form?
What is significant about their work?

You will need to form a thesis statement and use readings from class and outside sources to
defend it. Be sure to include specific examples from the books/poems/plays/recordings to
structure your paper. A helpful way to think about it is to pose this as a research question you
want to answer.

You will need to submit a brief  (approx. 1 paragraph) proposal of what you want to do by
Monday November 19th (you can—and are encouraged to—turn this in sooner if you have an
idea of what you want to do). E-mail is fine for this. Proposals should specify: 1) the topic of
your paper and which artist(s) you will discuss, 2) Your citation format. You are also encouraged
to talk to me after class in office hours (West 1732) or e-mail ideas to me. I expect that the exact
topic you choose might change: that’s fine, but the purpose of this is to force you to start work on
the paper early.

A draft Works Cited is due Monday, November 26 via Google docs or e-mail.

Format:

Papers should be a minimum of 10 pages in length (not including works cited page) and
maximum of 15 pages, typed double space, 12 point Times font (this is Times) and 1” margins
and should be submitted electronically via e-mail as MS Word attachments (only) or Google
documents (share the public link with me).

Sources and citations

If you need to use sources, citations from outside sources should be done using the Modern
Language Association (MLA) format, which is standard for the humanities. All sources should be
listed on a works cited page at the end of the paper. See the Purchase College Library and/or the
writing resource center more in-depth assistance on the MLA citation format. (APA is acceptable
if this is what you are most comfortable with.) You are expected to use sources appropriate for



college-level research. In summary, mainstream news/magazine articles, books, and scholarly
journals (including ones retrieved through internet databases) are fine. Not acceptable are
Wikipedia, random websites/ blogs, self-help books, religious texts (Bible, Qu’ran, etc.),
Facebook entries, self-published books and zines, etc. If in doubt, ask me. Possible sources to
look for are author interviews, literary or social criticism, or scholarly reviews of books.

Deadline: Final copies are due Monday, December 17th. Via shared Google Docs or e-mail.

Grading: Will be on the scale of A-F and based on the following:

Clarity of thesis and how well it is presented/ defended
Thoroughness of explanation and use of examples
Clarity and style of writing
Mechanics (punctuation, spelling, correct word choice)
Proper use of sources (including citations)
Initial proposal submitted.

Questions? E-mail me at: hwi0002@hunter.cuny.edu or see me in my office hours (2:30-3:00
Monday/Thursday, West 1732: or by appointment)


